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HESKETH PARK AND DARTFORD CRICKET CLUB – 

APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL ADVISERS 
 

 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 The report recommends the appointment of external advisers to act for the 
Council as Charitable Trustee in connection with the proposals for a new cricket 
pavilion at Hesketh Park. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That, the Committee on behalf of the Council acting as Charitable Trustee: 
 
2.1  Notes the appointment of Watson Day to provide valuation advice to the 

Council as Charitable Trustee in connection with the proposals for the  
surrender of the existing lease and grant of a new lease to the Hesketh Park 
Sports Club Limited 

2.2  Authorises the appointment of Bates Wells Braithwaite LLP to act for the 
Council as Charitable Trustee to provide legal advice in connection with the 
proposals for the surrender of the existing lease and grant of a new lease to 
the Hesketh Park Sports Club Limited; and 

2.3  Notes that the costs of such appointments will be met by the Council in its 
corporate capacity 

 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 

3.1. At its last meeting on 24 April 2014 the Committee received a report on 
the legal implications associated with the proposals for a new cricket 
pavilion at Hesketh Park. Amongst the resolutions it was resolved as 
follows [Min.No 29]:   

“To authorise the appointment of a suitably qualified surveyor to act for 
the Council as Charitable Trustee, independently of any surveyor 
acting for the Council in its Corporate capacity; 
 

• to prepare a report complying with the requirements of the 
Charities Act 2011, on the proposals for the surrender of the 
existing lease and the grant of a new lease of the same or 
similar area of the trust land to the Hesketh Park Sports Club 
Limited; 

 

• to negotiate the terms for such surrender and grant of a new 
lease to the Hesketh Park Sports Club Limited; and 
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• to advise on any application by the Hesketh Park Sports Club 
Limited under the terms of the Club’s existing lease for consent 
to demolish the existing building and to construct those new 
facilities as are referred to in the report before the Committee;” 

 
3.2. Following the meeting, competitive quotes were sought from various 

firms of surveyors with experience of charitable land to act for the 
Council (as Charitable Trustee). Julian Scannell FRIC IRRV MCIArb 
MEWI of Watson Day was subsequently appointed. Mr Scannell is a 
Director of Watson Day, Chartered Surveyors. 
 

3.3. The Council as Charitable Trustee will also require legal advice on the 
proposals for the surrender of the existing lease and grant of a new 
lease to the Hesketh Park Sports Club Limited. In order to ensure that 
no conflicts of interest arise, it is recommended that such legal advice 
is provided by an external firm of solicitors. The Council’s Legal 
Services section will advise the Council in its corporate capacity, in 
conjunction with the Council’s consultant valuer. 

3.4. A competitive tender exercise has already been undertaken, inviting 
various firms of solicitors with experience in the charity sector to bid for 
the work. Only one bid was received, and this was from Bates Wells 
Braithwaite LLP, who originally advised on the legal aspects associated 
with the proposals for the new pavilion. 

3.5. If Bates Wells Braithwaite LLP is appointed, the property work will be 
supervised by the joint head of their property department. Day to day 
work will be carried out by a senior associate, who will liaise with his 
colleagues in the charity team who are already familiar with the 
background to the Hesketh Park charity and the proposals for the new 
pavilion building. All the members of their property department are 
members of the Charity Law Association and have experience in 
dealing with charity land. 

3.6. The costs of the appointment of legal advisers will be met by the 
Council in its corporate capacity. 

4. Relationship to the Object(s) of the Trust 
 
4.1 The object of the charity is as set out in the original trusts, and 

confirmed in the governing Scheme of Management, namely the use of 
the land as a recreation ground for the use of the inhabitants of 
Dartford. 

 
4.2 All charities have charitable purposes or ‘aims’ that are for the public 

benefit. The Charities Act 2011 highlights this by explicitly including 
public benefit in the definition of a charitable purpose. The Council in its 
capacity as Trustee must be satisfied that its activities fall within the 
charitable aims and are for the public benefit. 
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5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 

assessments 
 

Financial Implications for 
the Trust 

None at this stage. 

Legal Implications for the 
Trust 

None at this stage 

Risk Implications for the 
Trust 

None at this stage 

 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 

 
Not applicable. 

 
7. Appendices 
 
 None 
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